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BY- LAWS
OF
YOUTH COUNCI LS AND LODGES
OF THE
LUSO- AMERI CAN FRATERNAL FEDERATI ON AND PORTUGUESE CONTI NENTAL UNI ON
fraternal divisions of
LUSO- AMERI CAN LI FE | NSURANCE SOCI ETY

ARTICLE 1
DESI GNATI ON

The YOUTH COUNCI L/ LODGE is the designation by which all subordinate Youth Councils and
Lodges of the Luso-Anerican Fraternal Federation and the Portuguese Continental Union,
respectively, fraternal divisions of the Luso-Anerican Life Insurance Society, shall be
known.

ARTI CLE 2
PURPOSE

The Youth Council/Lodge shall be an auxiliary of the Federation and the Union and their
ai ns8 and purposes are:

a. To develop leadership in the Youth of the Society and foster the principles of
fraternalism

b. To provide the Youth of the Society with the facilities and opportunity to practice
the principles of denocratic government and parlianmentary procedure

c. To devel op sound prograns of sports, social, civic and cultural activities for the
benefit of the Youth of the Society.

ARTI CLE 3
ORGANI ZATI ON

The Youth Council/Lodge shall consist of eligible menbers organized into branches to be
known as subordi nate “Youth Councils and Lodges”.

ARTI CLE 4
MEMBERS

Section 1 Qualifications Mermber ship in any subordinate Youth/Lodge Council shall be
confined to benefit nenbers of the Society, who are under the age of 18 years and never
married.

Section 2 Dues No admi ssion fee or menbership dues shall be required of any menber for
hi s adm ssion in any subordinate Youth Council or Lodge. Contributions shall be limted to
t he paynments provi ded under his/her policy of insurance in the Society.

Section 3 Application Admi ssion in any subordinate Youth Council/Lodge nust be
obt ai ned through special application executed in the fornms provided by the Society. It
shal | be approved by majority vote at a regular neeting of the menbership of the Counci
or Lodge where the applicant desires to be admtted. Al applications of approved nenbers
must be sent to the Home Office of the Society by the Secretary of the Youth Council or
Lodge within 30 days from the date of admi ssion from date of approval by the Youth
Counci | / Lodge

Section 4 Transfers A nmenber of any subordinate Youth Council/Lodge may transfer
hi s/ her menbership to any subordi nate Youth Council/Lodge that accepts it. Transfers shal
be obt ai ned t hrough proper form provided by the Society, and nust be approved by najority
vote at a regular neeting of the subordinate Youth Council/Lodge where the applicant
desires to be transferred. Transfer applications shall be submtted to the Home Ofice of
the Society by the subordinate Youth Council Secretary within 30 days from date of
approval thereof by the Youth Council/Lodge.

Section 5 Special dass Menbers - Mnbers may be admitted to a subordinate Youth
Counci | / Lodge who have not reached the age of 18, never nmarried, and who have applied to
the Society for nmenbership, but have not been accepted because they are not insurable,
provi ded they make application as a youth nenber and pay dues to the Youth Council/Lodge
in which there were accepted in the ampunt of $6.00 per year. Menbers in this specia




class shall be granted all rights and privil eges enjoyed by insured nmenbers of the Youth
Counci | / Lodge, including the right to hold office and be delegates to their respective
conventi ons.

Section 6 Meetings The subordi nate Youth Council s/ Lodges shall neet once a nonth and their
activities nust be supervised by the Youth Director and Adult Youth Leaders appoi nted for
t hat purpose.

Section 7 Participation Participation in the nmeetings of the subordinate Youth
Counci | s/ Lodges shall be limted to their active nenbers.

Section 8 Guests Participation in the social activities sponsored by the subordinate
Yout h Counci |l s/ Lodges may be extended to guests of the menbers who have never narried, are
under the age of 18 years and of good noral character. However, no guest may be invited
to take part in any activity nore than once a year.

Section 9 Annual Conventions

a. Date & Location The Youth Council/Lodge shall meet in Annual Convention once a year
on the date and place where the adult Conventions of the Luso-American Fraternal
Federati on and Portuguese Continental Union, respectively, neet and their activities shall
be regul ated by the program provi ded by the Society

b. Participation The participation in the Youth Council/Lodge Annual Meeting shall be
limted to its officers and the delegates duly elected by the subordinate Youth
Counci | s/ Lodges, on the basis hereinafter provided.

c. Delegates Each subordi nate Youth Council/Lodge shall be entitled to noninate and
el ect one delegate for the Charter, and additional del egates as shall be provided annual ly
by the ruling of the Boards of Directors of the Luso-Anerican Fraternal Federation and the
Portuguese Continental Union, respectively, which shall be mailed to each subordinate
Counci | /Lodge prior to their respective conventions. To qualify for nom nation and
el ection as a del egate or alternate-del egate, the nmenber nust be a nmenber of the Youth
Counci | / Lodge over 12 and under 18 years of age and never married.

d. Nomination of Delegates The del egates and their respective alternates shall be
nom nat ed and el ected at the pre-convention neeting of the subordinate Youth Council/Lodge
held at | east sixty (60) days preceding the Annual Conventi on.

e. Delegate Preference The menber of the subordinate Youth Council/Lodge who sponsors
the admi ssion of the | argest nunber of accepted candi dates for benefit nmenbership in the
Soci ety (both adult and juvenile), during the termof office, up to and including the
pre-convention meeting, shall be automatically nom nated the first del egate.

f. Mleage and Per Diem The Oficers of the Youth Council/Lodge and each del egate to
the Annual Convention shall receive fromthe Society the same nileage and per diemthat is
approved for the adult delegates to the Annual Convention, provided they participate in
all the activities outlined in the official program of the convention of the Youth
Counci | / Lodge.

g. Convention Conduct The officers and delegates to the Youth Council/Lodge
conventions shall not engage in any social activities that may exclude the participation
of any officer or delegate in attendance, nor engage in any m sconduct that woul d di mnish
the i mage of our youth and the Society.

h. Convention Meetings During the conventions the officers and del egates shall
review the progress nade during the preceding year and formul ate prograns to be carried
out by the Youth Councils and Lodges for the welfare and enjoynment of their nmenbers.

ARTICLE 5
YOUTH COUNCI L/ LODGE ADM NI STRATI ON

Section 1 Conposition The Youth Council/Lodge Admi nistration shall consist of a special
committee conposed of the Chair of Youth Directors, District Youth Directors, D rector of
Youth Prograns, the Adnministrative Oficers of the Youth Council/Lodge, and | medi ate Past
Yout h President who shall have a voice but no vote at the Youth Council/Lodge convention
neetings and the Youth Admi nistration neetings. This conmttee shall be charged with the
responsi bility of supervision, coordination, and devel opnent of the youth novenent of the
Soci ety and as such shall be responsible to the Boards of Directors of the Luso-American




Fraternal Federation and the Portuguese Continental Union.

Section 2 Youth Directors The Chair of Youth Directors and the District Youth Directors
shall be appointed by the Boards of Directors of the Luso-Anerican Fraternal Federation
and the Portuguese Continental Union for their respective organizations to serve until
their successors are duly appointed. They shall adm nister and supervise the activities
of the subordinate Councils/Lodges assigned to themin accordance with the provisions of
t hese By-Laws and such other rulings or progranms as rmay be approved by the Boards of the
Luso- Anerican Fraternal Federation and the Portuguese Continental Union for their
respective organizations.

Section 3 Director of Youth Prograns The Director of Youth Prograns shall be appointed by
hi s/ her respective Boards of Directors to serve until his/her successor is duly appointed.
He/ She shal | coordinate and supervise the cultural progranms at the Youth Council/Lodge
convention and shall assist all subordinate Councils/Lodges in their own cultural
prograns.

Section 4 Meetings The Youth Council/Lodge Administration shall neet twice a year for the
purpose of reviewing the Youth Council/Lodge activities and formul ate progranms to be
carried out by the subordinate Youth Councils/Lodges for the welfare and enjoynent of
t heir menbers.

Section 5 Convention Youth Program The Youth Council/Lodge Adninistrations shall prepare
and submit to the Boards of Directors of their respective organizations (Luso-American
Fraternal Federation/Portuguese Continental Union) for their review and approval, at |east
six (6) weeks prior to their respective conventions, a suitable and conplete program
prescribing and regulating the activities to be carried out by the officers and del egates
to the Youth Council/Lodge Annual Conventi on.

Section 6 Mnutes and Correspondence The Youth Council/Lodge Adm nistration, through their
respective Secretaries, shall furnish the Home Ofice of the Society with copies of all
letters, circulars, rulings, etc. sent to and received from the Youth Oficers and
subordinate Youth Councils/Lodges, in <connection wth the activities of the
Counci | s/ Lodges and their nenbers as well as with copies of the mnutes of all meetings.

Section 7 Adult lLeaders In addition to the District Youth Director and Advisory Board
menbers, each subordinate Youth Council/Lodge nust be supervised by at |east two adult
| eaders, who shall quide and supervise all the activities of the nenmbers of the
Counci | / Lodge and report to the District Youth Director, to whomthe Council/Lodge is
assigned, any and all irregularities that may be conmtted, and prepare a report annual ly
of the activities carried out by the Council/Lodge and the acconplishnments of their
nmenbers, to be presented to the Youth Council/Lodge Admi nistration.

Section 8 Appointnment of Youth Leaders The subordinate Youth Council/Lodge adult youth
| eaders shall be appointed by the Youth Director of the subordinate Youth Council/Lodge.
Their responsibilities shall be to attend all functions of the Youth Council/Lodge
entrusted to themand to guide and counsel the nenbers in the necessary work of the Youth
Counci |l /Lodge. It shall be the practice of the adult |eaders, however, to refrain, as nuch

as possible, fromintervening in the nornal business of the Youth Council/Lodge. |nstead
their practice shall be one of guidance and advice.

ARTI CLE 6

OFFI CERS

Section 1 Administrative Oficers The Luso-American Fraternal Federation Youth Council and
t he Portuguese Continental Youth Lodge shall each have the follow ng officers: President;
Vice President; Secretary; Treasurer; Mster of Cerenonies; Mrshal; |nside GQuard; Qutside
Guard; and four (4) Trustees.

Section 2 Election of Administrative Oficers At their respective Annual Conventions, the
Oficers of the Youth Council/Lodge shall be nonminated by a nom nating conmttee conposed
of five nenbers, appointed by the Youth President. It shall be the duty of the nom nating
comrittee to nominate one or nore nenbers for each office for which elections are being
hel d. After the nominations of the committee have been placed before the nenbers, the
Youth President shall call for nominations from the floor. At the closing of the
nom nations, the election of Youth Oficers shall be made by secret ballot. The nom nee or
nom nees who shall receive the highest nunber of votes shall be thereby el ected, except
that not nore than two nenbers from the sanme subordinate Youth Council/lLodge shall be
eligible for election as officers during the sane term of office. No person shall hold




nore than one position at any |level, whether el ected or appointed, simultaneously.

Section 3 Subordinate Youth Council/lLodge O ficers The subordi nate Youth Council/Lodge
shall have the following Oficers: President; Vice-President; Secretary; Treasurer; Master
of Cerenoni es; Marshal; General Quard; and three (3) Trustees, who shall be nom nated and
el ected at the Council/Lodge pre-convention nmeeting held at |east sixty (60) days prior to
the Annual Convention and their termof office shall be fromdate of installation until
the 30th day of June of the followi ng year or until their successors have been installed
and qualified. Installation of the Youth Council/Lodge Oficers shall be per the
Installation Ritual of the Society. Any Oficer who marries during his/her termof office
shall automatically be disqualified from holding such office and said office shall be
deened vacant.

Section 4 Duties of the President The President shall represent the Youth Council/Lodge at
public functions and cerempnies and preside at the annual convention of the Youth
Counci | / Lodge and Youth Administration neetings and shall perform any other duties and
responsibilities authorized by the Boards of Directors of their respective fraternal
di vi si ons.

Section 5 Duties of the Vice-President The Vice-President shall take the place of the
Presi dent when the President is unable to act.

Section 6 Duties of the Secretary and Treasurer The Secretary and Treasurer of the Youth
Counci | / Lodge shall performthe duties of the respective offices customarily assigned to
such officers.

Section 7 Duties of the Master of Cerenonies The Master of Cerenonies shall prepare the
assenbly room for meetings of the Youth Council/Lodge and is in charge of all that is
required or needed for the preparation of the roomincluding but not linmted to flags,
enmbl ens, decorations and perform any other cerenonial duties required by the President.

Section 8 Duties of the Marshal The Marshal shall assist the Master of Cerenpnies and
perform any other duties required by the President.

Section 9 Duties of the General Guard The General Guard shall be the keeper of the door
and performother duties required by the President.

Section 10 Duties of the Trustees The Trustees shall have those duties assigned to them by
t he President.

ARTI CLE 7
FUNDS OF SUBORDI NATE YOUTH COUNCI LS/ LODGES

Section 1 Bank Account Every subordinate Youth Council/Lodge shall have and maintain a
Yout h Council/Lodge Fund in a bank of their choice for all nonies belonging to said Youth
Counci | / Lodge. The fund shall be designated "Youth Council No. Fund, Luso-Anerican
Fraternal Federation" or “Youth Lodge No.  Fund, Portuguese Continental Union”, as
appropriate.

Section 2 Incone & Disbursenents Al sums received by the Council/Lodge, from whatever
source, shall be deposited by the Council/Lodge Treasurer in the Youth Council/Lodge Fund.
Al'l disbursenents from the fund shall, prior to disbursenent, be approved by the
subordi nate Youth Council/Lodge. The Treasurer of the subordinate Youth Council/Lodge
shall be the custodian of the fund. Al checks for disbursements fromthe fund shall
require the signature of the following officers, to wit: President and Treasurer of the
subordi nate Youth Council/Lodge and signature of the District Youth Director (who is over
18 years of age). Three signatures shall be required on all checks issued on the said
f und.

Section 3 Financial Report The Youth Council/Lodge Treasurer shall submit a quarterly
report to the Trustees of the Council on the revenues and disbursenents of the fund.
They, in turn, shall audit said report and submt their findings to the next session of
t he Youth Council/Lodge.

ARTI CLE 8
CONDUCT OF MEETI NGS

Unl ess ot herw se provided, Roberts Rules of Order shall govern the proceedings at all
neetings of the Subordi nate Youth Councils/Lodges and Youth Council/Lodge Adm nistration
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ARTI CLE 9
AVENDVENTS

Al Amendments to these Youth Council/Lodge By-Laws must be subnitted to the Board of
Directors of the appropriate fraternal division for approval at |east 60 days prior to the
date of any regular Board neeting. These By-Laws of the Youth Council/Lodge and any
amendnment s hereto, however, are subject to the approval of the Board of Directors of the
Luso- Anerican Life Insurance Society.
ADDENDUM A
THE MANUEL REIS YOUTH ACH EVEMENT AWARD

PO NT_SYSTEM

The Manuel Reis Youth Achievenent Award is not a conpetitive award, but an achi evenent
award given to any subordinate Youth Council/Lodge that neets the follow ng requirenents:

1. Mnimumof 10 regularly schedul ed nonthly nmeetings (not including special neetings).
2. Participation in the Youth Theatrical Convention Program

3. The sponsoring of a Queen Candidate or Youth Council/Lodge Participation in sale of
Queen tickets of at |east $1,000. (Addendum B)

4. M nimum of five (5) planned social activities for the enjoynment and benefit of the
Yout h Council/Lodge menbers, including such activities as snow trips, hayrides, beach
trips, parties, dances and any fund raising done for the Queen Contest.

5. Mnimum of three (3) Youth Council/Lodge activities for charitable purposes and/or
schol arship funds for the Luso-American Education Foundation. This includes help and
participation in outside charities (March of Dimes, United Way, and Muscul ar Dystrophy,
etc) over and above financial donations.

6. Mnimumof three (3) religious, fraternal, and/or civic activities

7. Youth Council/Lodge hosted visit for the Youth President (or co-host with Adult
Counci | / Lodge) .

8. Send at | east one delegate to the Annual Conventi on.

9. Propose at |east 10 new policyhol ders, five (5) of whom nust be age 0-17 into the Youth
Counci | / Lodge.

10. Award period is from convention to convention.

ADDENDUM B
OFFI A AL RULES
for
CONVENTI ON QUEEN SELECTI ON

1. SELECTI ON OF CANDI DATES A Youth Council/Lodge may nom nate a young wonan, who i s a nenber
of the Youth Council/Lodge, or, if not a menber of the Youth Council/Lodge, a nenber of the
Society. The representative selected shall be the official representative of her Youth
Counci | / Lodge for Queen of the Convention.




2. QUALI FI CATI ONS OF CANDI DATES

Be age 13 and less than 18 years on the first day of the Convention.
Be single on the first day of the Convention.
Be a nenber of the Society in good standing on date of selection.
Be able to be present during the entire period of the Convention.
Agree to participate faithfully in the sale of raffle tickets.
f. Submt a signed and conpl eted application for Convention Queen Contestant, certified
by the Secretary of the Youth Council/Lodge, with a photograph of contestant, |arger than
wal l et size, as well as a short biography for publicity.

o0 o

3. BASIS FOR SELECTI ON OF CONVENTI ON QUEEN

a. The selection of the Convention Queen and her Court shall be made on the basis of
votes determi ned by funds collected and submitted by the Youth Council/Lodge, by or on
behal f of a candi date.

b. Each dollar collected shall represent one (1) vote.

c. The Candidate receiving the greatest nunber of votes shall be selected Queen. The two
candi dates receiving the next greatest nunber of votes,i.e., second and third, shall be the
Queen's Maids, and all other candidates shall be considered nmenbers of the Queen's Court,
except that any candidate receiving | ess than 1000 votes shall not be considered a nmenber of
the Queen's Court.

4., RAFFLE PRI ZES Prizes are determned at the beginning of the contest.

5. SALES OF RAFFLE TI CKETS

a. Youth Council/Lodge nmenbers and their candidates nmust solicit funds on sale of raffle
tickets fromnenbers of the Society and general public, at $1.00 per ticket in books of ten
(10) tickets.

b. Candi dates must bring all funds collected and stubs of tickets sold, to the d osing of
the Queen Contest, to be turned over to the "Contest Treasurer” (appointed by the Society).
Al checks shall be payable to "Luso-American Educati on Foundation” with envel opes renmtting
funds marked "Convention Youth Queen Contest".

6. PERI OD OF CONTEST

a. All candidates will be sent instructions and necessary tickets prior to the beginni ng
of the contest. However, tickets shall not be forwarded to contestants during the |ast seven
(7) days of the Contest.

b. The Youth Council s/Lodges nust submt an application formfor their candidates to the
Home Office of the Society by Decenber 1st.

c. The period of the contest shall run fromJanuary 1st to no later than the Saturday
three weeks prior to the first day of the Convention. The counting of votes will take place
at a time and place to be determined with notice given to the Youth Council s/Lodges and the
candidates at |least ten (10) days prior to the closing date. The selection of the Queen, her
Mai ds and her Court will be announced upon the tally of the votes.

d. The raffle drawing shall take place on the first day of the Convention inmediately
foll owi ng the crowning of the Queen.

7. DI STRI BUTI ON OF FUNDS




a. Twenty percent (20% of the total gross funds collected on behalf of a candidate shall
be paid to the candidate for use in purchasing or renting the proper gown for use during the
Cerenoni es of the Convention and to defray necessary expenses of housing, neals, etc.

b. The net funds (representing gross funds received | ess anount given to candi dat es
for contest expenses) received fromeach Youth Council/Lodge on behalf of its candidate
shal |l be distributed as follows:

(1) Twenty-five (25% of the net funds collected shall be paid to the Subor di nat e
Yout h Counci | / Lodge.

(2) Twenty-five (25% of the net funds collected shall be paid to the Youth
Admi ni stration of the Luso-Anerican Fraternal Federation/Portuguese Continental Union

(3) Fifty percent (50% retained by the Luso-Anerican Education Foundation for
excl usi ve use in assisting nenbers of the Society in furthering their education.

8. CGENERAL

a. The Chair of the District Youth Directors oversees the Queen Selection Program

b. The Chair shall have the cooperation of all Dstrict Youth Directors, Youth President,
Youth Officers, menbers of the Admi nistrative Advisory Board, and nenbers of the Youth
Counci | / Lodges.

c. No individual outside of the Contest Treasurer shall at any tinme be informed or have
know edge of the funds collected by or on behalf of any candi date for Queen.

d. If by Decenber 15th preceding the period of the Contest, there are not at |east three
(3) applications for Queen Contestants fromthe Youth Councils/Lodges, the Contest shall be
open to Juvenile menbers of Adult Councils with the proceeds under paragraph 7a(1l) above,
reverting to said Adult Council (s).
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